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Times, December 27, 1905, and Preface to New Edition of
Lee's Life, pp. xvi-xrii.

13. EXTRACTS FROM MERES'S PALLADIS TAMXA, 1598
As the Greeke tongue is made famous and eloquent by
Homer, Hesiod, Euripedes, JZschilus, Sophocles, Pindarus,
Phocylides and Aristophanes; and the Latine tongue by Virgill,
Ovid, Horace, SUius Italicus, Lucanus, Lucretius, Ausonius
and Claudianus: so the English tongue is mightily enriched,
and gorgeouslie invested in rare ornaments and resplendent
abiliments by sir Philip Sidney, Spencer, Daniel, Drayton,
Warner, Shakespeare, Marlow and Chapman.

As the soule of Euphorbus was thought to live in Pythagoras:
so the sweete wittie soule of Ovid lives in mellifluous & hony-
tongued Shakespeare, witnes his Venus and Adonis, his Lucrece,
his sugred Sonnets among his private friends, &c.

As PlaiUus and Seneca are accounted the best for Comedy
and Tragedy among the Latines, so Shakespeare among y6
English is the most excellent in both kinds for the stage; for
Comedy, witnes his Getleme of Verona, his Errors^ Ms Love
labors lost, his Love labours wonne, his Midsummers night
dreame, & his Merchant of Venice: for Tragedy, his Richard
the 8, Richard the 3, Henry the 4* King John, Titus Andronicus,
and his Romeo and luliet.

As Epius Stolo said, that the Muses would speake with
Plautus tongue, if they would speak Latin:  so I say that the
Muses would speak with Shakespeares fine filed phrase, if
they would speake English.
As Ovid saith of his worker

lamque opus exegi, quod nee lovis ira, nee ignis,
Nee potent ferrum, neo edax abolere vetustas.